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Introduction  

In order to understandthe Indian engagement and policies in Afghanistan, it is important to 

consider some recent elements of regional political history of the recent past. 

 

Relations between India and Afghanistan can be traced back to over 2000 years ago. But since 

1947, India is always striving to maintain its influence in Afghanistan. India was the only 

South Asian state to recognize the Communist regime of Afghanistan (CRA) and possessed 

good relations with this regime from 1979 to 1989. The relations got badly affected due to the 

outbreak of civil war in Afghanistan and the rise of Taliban in power, due to which India 

underwent many security threats during this period, like hijacking Indian Airlines flight in 

1999. But India supports Afghanistan’s membership in South Asian Association of Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) and Afghanistan became the SAARC member in 2008.
1
 

 

The objectives of India’s engagement in Afghanistan are guided by the proper analysis of its 

domestic, regional and global interests. 
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Combating Terrorism 

The basic objective underlying the Indian engagement in Afghanistan is to prevent 

Afghanistan from being used for launching terrorist attacks against India or against the Indian 

diplomatic missions in Afghanistan. As Indian permanent representative to the United Nations 

stated in July 2008 that, “security within Afghanistan and coordinated efforts to stop terrorists 

from operating with impunity beyond Afghanistan’s border must be the paramount priority of 

our collective efforts in Afghanistan.”
2
  Just after four months in November 2008, attacks on 

multiple sites in Mumbai by the terrorists strengthened Indian resolve to prevent future 

attacks, even though military means if necessary.
3
 

 

Checking the Pakistan and Taliban Influences in Afghanistan 

A great fear in the Indian society in general and Indian thinkers in particular has been that 

after the withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan, Pakistan will move to dominate 

Afghanistan’s political landscape to enable Pakistan to use the country as the safe base and 

training ground for anti-Indian activities. As the editorial page of the Indian newspaper Mint 

in January 2010 observed that “once Pakistan is assured of a friendly government in Kabul, it 

will unleash all the terrorists at its disposal on India. This will only mean more trouble in 

Jammu and Kashmir, and it will embolden extremist groups to attack our cities with greater 

frequency.”
4
 

 

In order to check this development, India seeks a stable, democratic and multi-ethnic Afghan 

government which can establish control over the whole country to maintain peace, prevent 

return of Taliban and mitigate anti-Indian activities.
5
 To achieve such an establishment, India 

needs to counter Pakistani political influence in Afghanistan. As the retired Indian Brigadier, 

who once led the Indian military’s long-range strategic planning staff writes that “the most 

important issue is to prevent Pakistan from becoming the sole arbitrator of the Afghan 

political and strategic discourse, as this would reinforce the proxy war against India.”
6
 

 

Increase Access to Central Asia 

India is in a desperate need of new energy sources to fulfill the growing and modernizing 

economy. India’s extraordinary economic growth of more than seven percent annually has 
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made it one of the world’s fastest growing energy markets, with estimates that the country 

need to import more than 80 percent of its fuel by 2030.
7
 

 

The proposed 1000 mile, $7.6 billion Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan and India (TAPI) 

gas pipeline which is expected to carry33 billion cubic meters per year (bcm/y) of gas 

generating a much needed $1.4 billion per year in transit fee for Afghanistan.
8
 India and 

Pakistan would receive 14 billion cubic meters per year each, representing 1.5 percent of 

India’s total annual energy consumption a 15 percent of Pakistan’s consumption.
9
 The 

transport of Central Asian energy resources to both India and Pakistan requires stability in 

Afghanistan, where from the TAPI pipeline has to cross, which gives both countries strong 

incentives to promote security in Afghanistan.
10

 

 

Highlight Power andExhibit Global Interests 

India’s growth and integration into the global economy has increased the importance of 

commercial and trade objectives into the Indian foreign policy. Perhaps more important is the 

fact that these trends have created a perception among Indians that the country is a global 

power and should seek to shape the world around it. 

 

India has used its military as a tool for projecting its influence around the world. More than 

100000 Indian troops have participated in 40 UN peace keeping mission since the 1950s.
11

The 

Indian Navy has deployed ships on counter piracy missions off the coastof Somalia, though 

these vessels were not formally part of the multinational Naval Task Force.
12

 Even with the 

South and Central Asian regions, Indian military has taken an increasingly proactive role. It 

built an air force base in Tajikistan, from which it transports humanitarian assistance, 

construction material and other goods into Afghanistan. The base also enables India to project 

its military power into Central Asia.
13

 India trained Kyrgyz forces in peace keeping skills and 

established a framework for bilateral counter terrorism cooperation in 2011 and in 2012, India 

resumed military cooperation in Nepal that had stalled during the Nepal’s Turmoil.
14

 

 

Despite these moves, many Indians think that India must exert more influence in South Asia 

as a whole if it is to be counted seriously as a world power. Harsh V Pant writes that, 
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“Afghanistan is a litmus test for India’s ascendance as a regional and global power and India’s 

capacity to deal with instability in its own backyard will determine its rise as a global power 

of major import.”
15

 Former Indian Army Deputy Chief of Staff R K Swahney writes, “India 

cannot afford to beat a retreat from Afghanistan if it wants to remain a major regional 

player.”
16

 

 

Aid for Development  

The afghan government has been in desperate need to improve economy and create jobs to 

further marginalize the Taliban and improve the security situation. In a poll released by Asia 

Foundation in November 2011, 45 percent of Afghans surveyed cited one of the three 

economic issues (Unemployment, poverty and Poor Economy) as the greatest problem facing 

the country.
17

 Asserting that social and economic development is a key to ensuring that 

Afghanistan becomes a source of regional stability,”
18

 the Indian government has used a range 

of economic policy tools including development assistance, trade promotion and private 

investment to promote stability and increase Indian influence in the country. 
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